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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, US 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN PRESS ON EVENTS IN SOUTH LEBANON 

1 . THAWRA DEVOTED LEAD ARTICLE TO VISIT OF WALDHEIM 
AND STATEMENT OF ISRAELI FONMIN ALLON TO U.S. JEWISH 
GROUP ON ISRAEL'S DETERMINATION NOT TO WITHDRAW TO 
PRE-JUNE 1967 BORDERS. PAPER HEADLINED "ISRAEL DECLARES ITS 

AGGRESSIVE POLICY PRIOR TO WALDHEIM'S TOUR ALLON ASSERTS 

ISRAEL'S REFUSAL TO WITHDRAW FROM ARAB TERRITORIES." 

2. SOLE ARTICLE ON EVENTS IN SOUTH LEBANON APPEARED ON 
LOWER PORTION FRONT PAGE, CAPTIONED "QUADRIPARTITE 
COMMITTEE MEETS TODAY UNDER CHAIRMANSHIP OF SARKIS, 
ASAAD (LEBANESE SPEAKER) CALLS FOR PREPAREDNESS IN 
CONFRONTING ISRAELI THREATS." ARTICLE REPORTED THAT 
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COMMITTEE WILL HEAR REPORT OF ADF DEPLOYMENTS AND 
COMPLETING OF THE SECURITY PLAN "TO INCLUDE ALL 
LEBANESE TERRITORY." KAMAL ASAAD REPORTED 
CALLING FOR ARABS TO SUPPORT LEBANON IN FACE OF "A NEW 
ZIONIST ADVENTURE." ARTICLE REFERRED TO MENA REPORT 
ON ASAAD IN WHICH HE DECLARED "ISRAEL WANTS TO KEEP 
THE STATUS QUO IN LEBANON, AS SHOWN BY ITS 
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REJECTION OF ADF PRESENCE IN THE SOUTH WHICH INDICATES 
PREMEDITATED INTENTIONS TO MAKE SOUTH A CARD WHICH 
IT CAN PLAY TO ITS BENEFIT AND AN EXPLOSIVE WITH WHICH 
IT CAN REKINDLE THE CRISIS." 

3. CONCLUSION OF ARTICLE QUOTED EXCERPTS OF INTERVIEW 
SPEAKER ASAAD GAVE RADIO BEIRUT IN WHICH HE WARNED THAT 
"THERE IS CONTRIVED ATTEMPT TO CREATE A CONFESSIONAL 
CRISIS IN THE SOUTH” WHICH COULD RENEW LEBANON'S 

CIVIL WAR. 

4. THAWRA EDITORIALS FOCUSED ON ALLON'S STATEMENTS 
REJECTING TOTAL WITHDRAWAL AT TIME WHEN WALDHEIM AND THREE 
FOREIGN MINISTERS "OF GREAT POWERS" DUE TO BEGIN IN AREA. 
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5. COMMENT. PRESS PLAY OF SOUTH LEBANON CRISIS REMAINS 
RESTRAINED. PUBLIC MADE AWARE THAT TENSION HAS 
DEVELOPED OVER DEPLOYMENTS OF SYRIAN-DOMINATED ADF BUT 
NO THREATS OR INFLAMMATORY RHETORIC IN EVIDENCE WHICH 
COULD LIMIT SARG’S ROOM FOR MANEUVER. 

MURPHY 
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